
From: Daniel Lopez <dlopez@mcdhousing.com> 
Sent: Thursday, June 17, 2021 6:45:15 PM 
To: Jean Salmonsen <Jean.Salmonsen@floridahousing.org> 
Cc: Christopher Shear <cshear@mcdhousing.com>; Bill Zunamon <bzunamon@mcdhousing.com>; Nik 
Echeverria <necheverria@mcdhousing.com> 
Subject: Comments - RFA 2021-201  
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It has come to our attention that the SunRail goal provides an inequitable allocation of Housing Credits. 

The SunRail only operates in 3 of 29 medium counties, Seminole, Volusia, and Osceola. Additionally, high 

land prices and little developable/entitled property within each SunRail station buffer may eliminate 

certain counties from participating in the RFA, further skewing funds towards 1 or 2 counties. These 

market conditions coupled with risings construction costs could also result in financially challenged 

projects.  

We expect the purpose of the SunRail goal is to provide better transportation options for tenants. If that 

is the case, it’s worth noting that SunRail ridership numbers are well below expectations and extremely 

low in comparison to Lynx, the public transportation provider for Seminole, Orange, and Osceola 

Counties, 3 of the 4 counties SunRail operates in. Between 2019 and 2020, Lynx had an average monthly 

ridership of 1,630,627 persons in those 3 counties. Over approximately the same period, SunRail had an 

average monthly ridership of 124,589 persons in 4 counties. The low ridership is unlikely to do with lack 

of development as the majority of SunRail stations are surrounded by dense development. Perhaps 

there are better transportation options for area residents.    

Based on this information, we feel it makes good public policy to remove the SunRail goal and consider 

replacing it with a goal for Medium County developments with a higher number of transit service points 

than the minimum. 

Daniel M. Lopez 
Sr. Development Manager 
McDowell Housing Partners 
601 Brickell Key Drive, Suite 700 | Miami, FL 33131 
Direct 786-257-2773 | Cell 305-951-4745  
www.mcdprop.com  
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