
































CONTRACT FOR

HHF ADYISOR SERVICES FOR THE HFA HARDEST HIT FUND UNEMPLOYMENT 

MORTGAGE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM AND MORTGAGE LOAN REINSTATEMENT 


PROGRAM

BETWEEN


FLORIDA HOUSING FINANCE CORPORATION 
AND 

PUJOL LAW OFFICES, P.A. 

This Contract for Hardest Hit Fund (HHF) Advisor SeI •vices foI• the HFA Hardest Hit Ftind 
Unemployment Mortgage Assistance Progl •aln (UMAP) and Mortgage Loan Reinstatement PI•ogram 
(MLRP) #2010-07-02-017 (Contract) is enter-ed into by and between tlle FLORIDA HOUSING 
FINANCE CORPORATION (Florida Hotusin(y), a public corporation and a public body corporate and 
politic, with headqnartet•s locatecl at 227 North Bronotlgh Street, Suite 5000, Tallahassee, Florida, 32301, 
and PUJOL LAW OFFICES, P.A., (HHF Advisor) located at782 NW Lejeune Road, Suite 632, Miami, 
Florida 33126. This Contract shall become effective upon the date the last party signs the Contract 
(Effective Date).

MUTUAL UNDERSTANDINGS 

Florida Hotusing was directed by the U.S. Depal-tment of the Treastlry (Treasuiy) to create and 
administer fot•eclosure prevention assistance programs that address the unique issues of our state. 
Tl-eastury requires that Florida use a pot-tion of these fimcls specifically for targeted unemployment 
programs that provide temporaty assistance to eligible homeowners. These targeted unemployment 
programs are as follows: 

^ Unemployment Mortgage Assistance Pl-ogram (UMAP) will provide up to twelve (12) months of 
payments to the mortgage lender to assist eligible unemployed/underemplo) ,ed boi-rowers Nvith 
tlleir tirst mortgage until they can restHne payments on their own. 

©	 Mortgage Loan Reillstatement Program (MLRP) Nvill be Llsed to lielp bring a delinduent mortgage 
curi-ent fol- eligible homeowners. 

The UMAP and the MLRP are t-efeirred to collectively as the "Unemployment Programs." 

As used herein, the term "Applicant" mealls the borrower (including any co-borrower) wlder a 
mortgage loan who applies for assistance uncler the Unemployinent Programs. 

The HHF Advisor shall perfor-m and render the services identified in this contract as an 
independernt Contractor and not as an agent, representative, or• employee of Florida Housing. These 
services shall be known as "Contractor and professional services" and shall include, but not liniited to, the 
provision of advice and assistance to Florida Housillg in the following areas: 

0	 Applicant intake; 

©	 Determination of the Applicant's eligibility for assistance undel- UMAP and/or MLRP; 

^	 Colltinuing case management of Applicants assisted Nvith UMAP/MLRP; arnd 

0	 Reporting activities. 
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Florida Housing has a need for such services and does liereby accept the offer of the HHF 
Acivisor upon the terms and conditions outlined in this Contt-act. 

Florida Housing has the autllority pursuant to Florida Law to direct disbut-seinent of funds for 
coulpensation to the HHF Advisor tulder the terms and provisions of this Conti-act. 

NOW, THEREFORE, the parties agree as follows: 

CLIENT MANAGEMENT SOFTWARE 

The HHF Advisor must use Counselor Direct, the client management software available at 
ivww.FLhardesthitlhelp.org to provide the required data elements under the Cotltract. 

2.	 ENGAGEMENT OF THE HHF ADVISOR: RESPONSIBILITY TO PROVIDE 
INFORMATION ON EMPLOYEES: REFERENCE CHECKS 

The HHF Advisor agrees to provide the services in accordance witll the terms and conditions 
1lereinaftel- set fortth, unless otherwise stated in tllis Contract. The HHF Advisor understands and agrees 
that all set-vices under this Contract are to be perforined solely by the HHF Advisor, unless prior wl-itten 
approval and consent is received fi-om Florida Housing for arny subcontract or assignnent of services. 

The HHF Advisor shall use the applicable criteria set fortll in the Advisot- Hardest Hit Fund 
Procedure Manual (the "Procedure Manual") dated Jtune 2012 to determine the Applicant's eligibility for 
UMAP arnd MLRP assistance. From time to time, updated procedures will be made available to the HHF 
Advisor in the Counselor Direct system. The HHF Advisor is required to apply the eligibility criteria and 
procedures in effect at the time the eligibility determination is made l^or an Applicant. As used het-ein, the 
term Procedure Manual shall mean the Procedure Manual as amernded or modified from to tinle during the 
terin ofthis Contract. 

References llerein to "tllis Contract" sliall be deemed to include the Procedure Manual, as same 
be alnended or modiCed fi-om tinie to time during the term hereof. 

The HHF Advisor agrees to provide, in writing to Florida Housing's program contact as 
designated in subparagraph 1 1(e) 1lerein, the following: 

* A list of all employees who will provide services under this Contract (due upon exeeution 
of this Contract by the HHF Advisor). 

* Resumes of all employees that will have access to Counselol-Dil-ect (due within fourteen 
(14) days following eXecution of this Contr-act by the HHF Advisor). 

© Notice of any change in the list of elnployees providillg services tulder this Contract (due 
within 7 days of the cliange). 

* Resumes of any new employees requiring access to CounselorDirect (due witllin seven 
(7) days of access). 

The HHF Advisor agrees to perform appropriate reference checks on any new employee that will 
be providing services under this Contract. 
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3. INCORPORATION OF MUTUAL UNDERSTANDINGS LAWS RULES AND 
REGULATIONS 

The Mutual Understandings set otlt above are incorporated into and made a part of tllis Contract. 

Applicable federal and state laws, rules, and regulations, as well as such written directives and 
gnidance as may be issned fi •om time to time by Treasury witll regard to the Unemployment Progranis, 
shall govern botll the HHF Advisor and Florida I-Iousing. 

4. EFFECTIVE DATE AND TERM OF AGREEMENT 

This Contract sllall begin upon the date the last party signs the Contract (Effective Date). 

The terin of this Contract sliall be for a period of two (2) years following the Effective Date, 
subject to satisfactory perforinance of the HHF Advisor at the sole discretion of Florida Honsing. If the 
parties mutually agree in writing, the Contract may be renewed up to three (3) times. Eaclh renewal shall 
be for an additional one-year period. 

5. MODIFICATION OF AGREEMENT 

Either party ma}, reqnest a modification of the provisions of this Contract. Moditications that are 
mutually agreed upon shall be valid only when redticed to writing, signed by the parties and attached to 

 this Contract. All otllec terms and provisions, not so modii' -ted, shall remain in full force and effect. 

6. COMPENSATION 

The HHF Advisol- shall not be permitted to charge the Applicant for arny services rendered undet- 
this Contract. All compensation will be supplied under the terms of this Contract in amounts set forth 
below:

â Determination of eligibility for UMAP/MLRP: 
^	 Applicants wllose first eligibility determination is made nnder the criteria set 

forth in the Procedure Mannal dated June 2012: 
• Determined ineligible by the HHF Advisor -$50 
• Determined eligible b) , the HHF Advisor and snbsequently confirmed 

eligible by Florida Housing - $300 
© Applicants previously determined ineligible under the eligibility criteria set fortll 

in any version of the Procedure Manual dated prior to June 2012 (where an 
ineligibility letter was issued and an Advisor Ageticy was paid for an eligibility 
determination): 

ti Determined eligible by the HHF Advisor and stlbsequently coniirmed 
eligible by Florida Housing under the eligibility criteria as set for-tll in tlle 
Procedtlt•e Manual dated June 2012 or latei • -$150 

a	 Remain ineligible tmder the eligibility criteria as set foI-th in the 

â Closing - $100 
â Quarterly case management -$150 per quarter per Applicant 
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APPLICANT FILES; PRIVACY OF APPLICANT INFORMATION 

(a) Applicant Privacy: The HHF Advisor shall maintain all docwnents and inforination 
received ot- genel-ated in colulection with any Applicant in a tnannel- wliich safegual-ds the privacy of the 
Applicant's Personally Identifiable Information ("PII"). Paper documentation must be kept in secured file 
cabinets. Scanned or electronically stored documents must be safeguarded in a fashion that secLu-ely 
lrnaintains Applicant privacy. As used in this subparagraph (a) and elsewhere in tlhis Contl-act, "Pel-sonally 
Identifiable Infot-mation" or "PII" means infol-nlation that can be used to uniquely identify, contact, ol- 
locate a single pet-soll or can be used with otller sources to uniquely identify a sitlgle individual. PII 
includes Applicant nalnes, addresses, telephone numbers, e-mail addresses, Uniform Resource Locator 
URL infornlation regarding social networking accounts or any otlier Internet media, pliotographs or otller 
visual depictions, audio t-ecol-ciings, and any otliel- information that could be used by any means to 
identify, contact or locate an Applicant. 

(b) Contents of the Files: The HHF Advisor sllall maintain Applicant files containing 
documentation sufficient to vel-ii^y an Applicant's eligibility (ot- ineligibility) for UMAP and/or MLRP 
assistance in accol-dance with the applicable eligibility guidelines undel- this Contl-act, as well as all 
compensation paid to the HHF Advisor for services rendered in connection witlh tliis Contract; such files 
shall include reports, records, documents, papers, letters, computer files, or other material received, 
generated, maintained or filed by the HHF Advisor in connection with this Contract. All clocumentation 
relating to the eligibility (or ineligibility) of an Applicant must be stored in the Cowlselor Direct system. 

(c) Retaining the Files: The HHF Advisor must retain the files for a Ininimuln of three (3) 
yeal-s froin the outcome date or longel- if thel-e is an auclit, investigation ol- litigation in progress, subject to 
the provisions of subparagraph 10(g)(iii) below. Additional time may also be required if other assistance 
programs are used witll longer retention periods. It is the HHF Advisor's responsibility to deterinine tlle 
proper retention period. At the time of disposal, paper files may be sllredded, illcinerated or buried in a 
public landfill, in accordance with State records retention laws and rules. Foc electronic i-ecords 
containing PII ol- other infol-lnation that is confidential ol- exempt fi-oln disclosure, appropriate destruction 
methods include physical destrttction of storage media such as by shredding, cruslling, oi- incineration; 
high-level ovel-wl-iting that t-enders the data unl-ecovel-able; ol- degaussing/demagnetizing of any digital 
storage media or device. 

(d) Access to the Files: The HHF Advisor ancl its employees sliall allow Flol-ida Housing, or 
its agent(s) and colnpliance monitor(s), physical access to the files and records maintained by the HHF 
Advisor under this Contl-act during normal business hours, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Eastern Time, Monday 
through Friday, provided such day is not a holiday. Florida Housing shall make reasornable effort, but 
sllall not be required, to notify the HHF Advisol- 24-houl-s in advance of such visit; such notice may be in 
the form of a phone call or an email directed to the HHF Advisor's contract administrator as designated in 
this Contract.

(e) Files Subject to Florida's Public Records Law: Any file, repoct, record, document, paper, 
letter, or other material received, generated, maintained or sent by the HHF Advisor in connection with 
this Contract is subject to the provisions of Section 119.01-.19, Fla. Stat., as may be alnended fi-om tilne 
to time Florida's Public Records Law). The HHF Advisor represents and acknowledgesthat it has_i^ead 
and understands Florida's Public Records Law and agrees to comply with Florida's Public Records Law. 

(f) Electl-onic Files and Recol-ds: The HHF Advisot- undel-stands that its services under this 
Contract are subject to ongoillg monitoring and review by Florida Housing or by its compliance monitors. 
Because of the cost, time and disruption associated with on-site audits, the parties intend that the 
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conlpliance monitoring under this Contract be conducted off-site to the extent possible. The HHF Advisol- 
sllall inaintain its iiles and records in connection witll the services relldered Luider this Contract in 
electl-onic fol-tn and, upon t-equest, s11a11 tl-ansmit electronic copies of those files and l-ecords to Flot-ida 
Housing, or to its compliance monitor(s), or to Treasury, or to its designee(s). The HHF Adviso ►- shall 
transmit electronic copies of the requested files or records to the requesting party promptly following 
request, but in no event later than 12:00 noon o11 the next business day following the day of the request. 
Flol-ida Housing reserves its rights undei- subpat-agraph 7(d) of t11is Contract to conduct on-site inspections 
of the HHF Advisor's files and records under this Contract. 

(g) Use of Applicant Infot-lnation: The HHF Advisor agl-ees to cefi-ain fi-om using any 
Applicant information obtained in the coul-se of its performance Ltnder tllis Contract for any ptn-pose not 
specifically authorized by this Contract witllout tirst obtaining the express written consent of the 
Applicant and the progt-atn contact for Florida Housing. Use of any Applicant information for any 
pin-pose not specifically autliorized by this Contract shall constitute an Event of Default under paragraph 
9 of this Contract. This terms and conditions in this subparagraph 7(g) shall stu-vive tlle termirnation of 
the Contract. 

LIABILITY 

(a) Florida Housing shall not be deeme(i to liave assumed an) , liability for the acts, 
omissions, ol- negligence of the HHF Advisor, its agents, its sei-vants, or employees, and the HHF Advisor 
specifically accepts responsibility for its acts, omissions or negligence and for the acts, omissions or 
negligence of its agents, servants or employees, and holds Florida Housing harmless from the clailns of 
any tliird party wliich may arise dlte to the acts, omissions, or negligence of the HHF Advisor oc its 
agents, servants or etnployees. The HHF Advisor fui-thel- acknowledges that it is not an employee or agent 
of Florida Housing wllile performing the services contemplated by this Contract. Ratller, the HHF 
Advisor acknowledges that it is performing the set-vices ullder this Contract as an independent contractor. 
Tl1e HHF Advisor warrants and represents that it is authorized to do business in tlie State of Florida, and 
that it has and will maintain at all titnes dw-ing the tel-m of this Contract all requisite licetlses and permits 
as may be reduired for doing business arnd practicing its pcofession. 

(b) The HHF Advisot- specifically accepts responsibility for compliance witli all applicable 
Florida laws, federal laws, Florida Housing rules and Florida Housing policies. 

(c) The HHF Advisor specifically accepts responsibility for the payment of all income taxes, 
assesslnents, or contributions that may be required to be paid to any unit of government as a result of the 
paylnents paid to or by the HHF Advisor in conjunction with the services rendered pursuant to this 
Corntract or in connection with the HHF Advisor's property. At no time shall the HHF Advisor make any 
connnitments for or incur any chal-ges or expenses for, oI- in the name of, Florida Housing. 

(d) Nothing llerein is intended to serve as a waiver of sovereign immtulity by Florida 
Housing.

(e) The HHF Advisot- s11a11 not be relieved of liability to Florida Housing for damages 
sustained by Florida Housing by virtue of any terinination or breach of this Contract by the HHF Advisor. 

(f) The HHF Advisor must nlaintain pt-ofessiornal liability insllrarnce throtlghout the term of 
the Contract in an amount that is standard for the industry, but not less than $100,000. 
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9.	 DCFAULT AND REMEDIES 

(a) If any of the events listed in subparagraph 9(b) (Events of Default) occur, all obligations 
on tlle part of Florida Housing to continue doirng business with the HHF Advisor or assign any future 
transaction to the HHF Advisor sllall, if Florida Housing so elects, terminate and Florida Housing may, at 
its option, exercise any of its remedies set fol-th llerein, or as otllerwise provided by law. Howevet-, 
Florida Hotlsing may continue doing business with the HIIF Advisor as a pat-ticipant after the happening 
of any event listed in subpat-agrapll 9(b) Without waiving the right to exercise sltcll reinedies, without 
constituting a course of ciealing, and without becomin- liable to include the HHF Advisor in the final 
transaction.

(b) Events of Default s11a11 include, but not be limited to, the following: 

If any report, information, t-epresentation or material provided by the HHF 
Advisot- in tllis Contract, is inaccurate, false or misleading; 

ii. If any wart-anty or representation made by the HHF Advisor in this Contract, or 
any othet- outstanding agreement with Florida Housing, is deelned by Florida 
Housing to be inacciH-ate, false or misleading in any respect; 

iii. If the HHF Advisot- fails to keep, observe, or petform any of the terms or 
covenants contained in this Contract, or is unable or unwilling to meet its 
obligations as defined in tliis Contl-act; 

iv. If, in the sole discretion of Florida Housing, the HHF Advisor llas failed to 
perform or complete ainy of the services identified in this Contt-act; 

	

V.	 If the HHF Advisor has not complied with all Florida laws, Fedet-al laws, Florida

Housing rules or Florida Housillg policies applicable to the work or services to 
be provided under- tliis Contract; 

vi. If the HHF Advisor permits or engages in discrimination against any Applicant 
on any prohibited basis, including, but not limited to, gender, race, religion, 
color, familial status, national oi-igin, ancestry, creed, pregnancy, martial or 
parental status, sexual orientation, or pllysical, mental, emotional or learning 
disability in performing any service identified in tllis Contract; 

vii. lf the HHF Advisor does not comply with the terins and conditions set fol-th in 
Section 420.512(5), Fla. Stat.; 

viii. If the HHF Advisor commits fraud or engages in activities deemed fraudulent or 
misleading by Florida Housing; 

ix. If the HHF Advisor refuses to pei-linit public access to any doclunent, paper, 
letter, or other material subject to disclosure under Florida's Public Records Law; 
rem 

	

X.	 If the HHF Advisor, or any of its staff, are listed on Floi-ida Housing's Past Due 

or Non-Compliance List (available on Florida Housing's website). 
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(c) Upon the happening of any Events of Default listed in subparagraph 9(b) above, Flot-icla 
Housing will provide written notice of the Default througll first class certif7ed mail, return receipt 
requested (Notice of Default), to the address set fortll in paragraph I 1 of this Contract. 

(d) Upon the thappening of any Events of Default listed in subparagraph 9(b), Floi-ida 
Housing may provide the HHF Advisor a pet-iod of time to cure the Event of Default (Ctu-e Period). If 
Florida Housing provides a Cure Period, Florida Housing will notify the HHF Advisor of the length of the 
Cut-e Period in the Notice of Default. 

(e) Upon the 1lappening of any Event of Default, or if Florida I-Iousing provides a Cure 
Period and if the HHF Advisor is unable o- unwilling to cure the Event of Default witllin the Cure Pet-iod- 
Florida Housing may exercise any retnedy permitted by law. The pursuit of any one of the following 
remedies sllall not preclude Florida Housing from pursuing any otller remedies contained herein or 
otlierwise provided at law or in equity. The remedies include, but are not limited to the following: 

Florida I-Iotusing may terminate the Contract; 

Florida Housing may commence an appropriate legal or equitable action to 
enforce performance of the terms and cornditions of this Contt-act; 

iii. Florida Housing may exercise atly corrective or remedial actions including, but 
not linlited to, requesting additional information from the HHF Advisor to 
detertnine the reasons foi- or the extent of rnon-compliance or lack of 
performance, issuing a written warrning to advise that more serious meastn-es may 
be taken if the situation is not corrected, advising the HHF Advisor to suspend, 
discontinue or refrain from incurring fees ot- costs for any activities in qttestion or 
rcquiring the HHF Advisor to reimburse Florida Housing for the amount of costs 
incurrecl; or 

iv. Florida Housing may exercise any otlier riglits or remedies that may be otherwise 
available urnder law. 

10.	 TERMINATION; SURVIVAL OF OBLIGATIONS AND DUTIES OF HHF ADVISOR UPON 
AND FOLLOWING TERMINATION 

(a) Florida Housing may terminate tllis Contract withottt cause and the Cotltract will 
atttomatically terminate on tlie tenth (10"') day after the representative of the HHF Advisor as identified in 
paragrapll 11 of this Contract receives written notice through first class certified tnaiL return receipt 
reqtlested (Termination Notice). Tl1is Terinination Notice shall be sent to the I-epresentative of the HHF 
Advisor identified in paragraph 11 of this Contract. 

(b) Florida Housing sliall unilaterally tern7inate this Contt-act on the tenth (10"') day after the 
representative of the HHF Advisor as identitied in paragraph 1 1 of this Contract receives the Terinination 
Notice if the HHF Advisor fails to comply witll Florida's Public Records Law. 

(c) Florida Housing shall unilaterally terminate this Contract on the tenth (10' I') day after the 
representative of the HHF Advisor as identif'ied in paragraph 1 1 of tllis Cotltract receives the Termination 
Notice if the HHF Advisor fails to comply with the ternls and conditions set fortli in s. 420.512(5), Fla. 
Stat. 
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(d) Florida Housing may terminate the Contract for cause, including, but uot limited to, the 
Events of Default contained in this Contract. The Contract will autotnatically tet-minate on the tenth (10`") 
day after the representative of the HHF Advisor as identified in paragraph I 1 of this Corltract receives the 
Termination Notice. 

(e) This Contract Inay be terminated by eithel- pal-ty upon ten (10) days wt-itten notice. The 
Contract will automatically terminate on the tenth (10°') day after all the parties collsent in writing to t11e 
Terinination Notice. 

(f) Upon termination of this Contract for any reason, the HHF Advisor shall ensure that all 
informatioii lcept plitsuant to paragraph 7 of this Contract is transn-iitted to Florida Housing via the 
Cotmselot- Direct or any otller appropriate or necessary rneans specified by Florida Housing. The HHF 
Advisor shall have a continuing duty to maintain the security of Applicant information and PII for the 
retention pet-iod of any infot-mation kept ptusuant to pat-agt-ap11 7 of this Contt-act. 

(g) Upon termination oftlhis Contract for any reason, the HHF Advisor sllall: 

i. itnmediate(y cease the use of any logo, slogan, sigil, sel-vice mark, 
trademark or any otlhet- intellectual property of Floi-ida Housing associated witfl the HHF 
PI-ogt-am in an), and all media produced ot- tnaintained by the HHF Advisol-; 

ii. immediately cease to represent any association witli the HHF Progt-atn 
for aily purpose wllatsoever in atly and all rnedia produced or maintained by the HHF 
Advlsol'; and

iii. notwithstanding the provisions of subparagraph 7(c) of this Contract 
I-egarding the retention of records, the HHF Advisor sliall destroy or delete all physical 
and electrollic recot-ds containing any Applicant data or PIl per the tnethods set forth in 
;ubparagt-aph 7(c) of tliis Contract and provide Florida Housing witll a written statement 
that all pliysical and electt-onic Applicant data has been provided to Florida Housing 
eitheir in CounselorDirect or other electh-onic means acceptable to Florida Housin- and 
subsequently destt-oyed ol- deleted.  

The terms and conditions in subparagraphs (f) and (g) above shall survive the termination 
of the Contt-act. Failure to comply witll the tertns of tllis part shall constitute an Event of Default 
pur'suant to paragraph 9 above. 

11.	 ADMINISTRATION OF CONTRACT 

(a) The Florida Housing contt-act administrator for this Contract is: 

Sherry Green

Contracts Administrator


Florida Housing Finance Corporation 

227 North Bronough St., Suite 5000 


'i'allahassee, Florida 32301-1329

Plione: (850) 488-4197


Facsimile: (850) 414-6548

E-mail: sheny.green@floridallousing.org


oi- the desigiiated successor. 

Contract # 2010-07-02-017 
Florida Hardest Hit Fwid (HHF) Program 
HI-IF Advisor Contract (Rev. 05-2012)



(b) Tlle pl•ilnary HHF Advisol , contract adlninistratol- far this Contl-act is: 

Joe L.Pujol, Esq.

Pujol Law Offices, P.A.


782 NW Lejetme Road, Suite 632

Miami, FL 33126


Telephone: 305-447-0059

Fax: 305-442-1 102


Email: joepujol@ujollaw.com

ot- the designated successoi•. 

(c) The Florida Housing program contact for this Contract is: 

David Westcott

Director of Homeownership Programs

Florida I-lousing Finance Corporation 

227 North [3r011oug11 St., Suite 5000


Tallahassee, Florida 32301-1329 

Phone: (850) 488-4197 


Facsimile: (850) 488-9809

E-mail: david.westcott@floridahousing.org 


oi• the designated successor. 

(d) A11 written and verbal approvals referenced in tllis Contract sliall be obtained fi •om the parties' 
contcact administrator or their respective designees. 

(e) All notices shall be given to the parties' respective contract administcators or their respective 
designees (unless a provision in the Contract directs otherwise, in which case such notice sI1a11 be givell to 
the person or contact as directed in that provision). 

12.	 CONFIDENTIALITY 

(a) Subject to the pl-ovisions of Florida's Public Recol-ds Law, as applicable to Flol-ida 
Housing, all matel-ials ful •nislted to Floi-ida Housing pursuant to this Contl-act are confidential and tlle 
HHF Advisor will treat such materials as conlidential and will not reveal or discuss such materials or any 
otlier information learned as a result of this Contract witll any otlier person or entity, except as authorized 
or directed by Florida Housing. 

(b) In addition, working papers, copies, internal documents, procedul-es, methods ancl related 
materials are considet-ed confidential and/or propcietaly and the HI-IF Advisoc sllall treat such information 
as confidential and/ol- pl-oprietal-y and sliall uot l-eveal or discuss any such infol-mation witli any otlier 
person or entity, except as authorized or directed by Florida I-Iousing. A11 such recocds and materials will 
►-emain the pl•opel-ty of Florida Housing. 

(c) If the HHF Advisor is required to disclose or publish the existence or terins of this 
Contract pursuant to Florida's Public Records Law, tlhen the HHF Advisor shall notify Florida Housing in 
wz•iting of such disclosure witllin two (2) days after receipt of the Public Records request. 
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13.	 GOVERNING LAW; VENUE; OTHER PROVISIONS 

(a) This Contract sliall be construed under the laws of the State of Florida and venue for any 
actions arising out of this Contract sllall lie in Leon County. 

(b) If any provision hereof is in conflict with any applicable statute or rule, or is otherwise 
unenforceable, tllen sucll provision shall be deemed null and void to the extent of such conflict and sI1a11 
be deemed severabie, but shall not invalidate any otlier provision of tliis Contract. 

(c) No waiver by Florida Housing of any right or remedy granted hereunder or failure to 
insist on strict performance by the I-IHF Advisor shall affect or extend or act as a waiver of any otliet- t-ight 
or remedy of Florida Housing hereunder, or affect the subsequent exercise of the same right or remedy by 
Florida Housing for any further or subsequent default by the HHF Advisor. A waiver or release with 
reference to any one event shall not be construecl as continuing or as constituting a coul-se of dealing. 

(d) Any power of approval or disapproval granted to Florida Housing under the terms of this 
Contract shall stn-vive the terms anci life of this Contract as a whole. 

(e) The Contract may be executed in ainy ntuier of counterparts, any one of which may be 
talcen as an original. 

	

14.	 LOBBYING PROHIBITION 

No funds compensation or other resources t-eceived in connection with tliis Colltract may be tlsed 
dircctly or inciirectly to influence legislation or any other official action by the Florida or Federal 
Legislature or any state or federal agency. The HHF Advisor further acknowledges that it Ilas not 
retained the services of aliy lobbyist or consultant to assist in the procurement and negotiation of this 
Contract. 

	

15.	 COPYRIGI-IT. PATENT AND TRADEMARK 

(a) If the HHF Advisor brings to the performance of this Contract a pre-existing copyright, 
patent or trademarlc, the HHF Advisor shall retain all rights and entitlements to that pre-existing 
copyright, patent or trademark unless the Contract provides otlherwise. 

(b) If any discovery or invention arises or is developed in the course of or as a result of worlc 
or services performed Lmder this Contract, or in any way colnlected herewith, the HHF Advisor sliall refer 
the discovery or invention to Florida Housing for a detel-mination whether patent protection will be 
sougl^t in the name of Florida Housing. Any and all patent rights accruing under or in connection witlz 
the performance of this Contract are het-eby reserved to Florida Housing. In the event that any books, 
lnanuals, films, or other copyriglltable material are produced, the HHF Advisor shall notify Florida 
Housing in writing. At1y and all copyrigllts or trademarks created by or in connection witll the 
perforinance wlder this Contract are hereby reserved to Florida Housing. 

(c) All subcontracts or other arrangements entered into by the HHF Advisor, with prior 
written approval and consent of Florida Housing, for the purpose of developing or proctu-ing 
copyrightable materials (e.g., audiovisuals, computer programs, software, publications, curricula, research 
materials oi- training materials, etc.) shall specifically t-eference and i-eserve Florida Housing's exclusive 
rights to use and exploit copyrights and licernses to the extent permitted by copyright law and Florida 
Statutes.
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16.	 LEGAL AUTHORIZATION 

The HHF Advisol- cet-tifies with respect to this Contt-act that it possesses the legal authority to 
enter into this Contract and tllat, if applicable, its goveruing body lias authorized, by resolution or 
otherwise, the execution and acceptance of this Contract witli all covenants and assurances contained 
lierein. The HHF Advisor also certifies that the undersigned possesses the authority to legally execute 
and bind the HHF Advisor to the terms of this Contract. 

	

17.	 PUI3LIC ENTITY CRIME 

A person or affiliate, wlio llas been placed on the collvicted vendor list, following a conviction for 
a public entity cr-ime, may not: 

a. submit a bid on a contract to provide any goods or services to a public entity; 
b. submit a bid on a contract wit}h a public entity for the construction or repaic of a public 

building or public work; 
C. submit bids on leases of real property to a public entity; 
d. be awal-ded ol- perform worlc as a consultant, supplier, subcontractor, ot- cornsultant under a 

contract with any public entity, and; 
e. transact business witli any public entity in excess of the tht-esllold amount pt-ovidecl in s. 

287.017, Fla. Stat., for CATEGORY TWO: $25,000, for a period of 36 lnonths from the date 
of being placed on the convicted vendor list. Any contract in violation of tllis provision shall 
be null and void. 

	

18.	 CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

(a) The HHF Advisor and its employees are expected to anticipate, and avoid, 
conflicts of interest in carrying out tlleit- duties and responsibilities under this Contcact. For 
purposes of this paragraph, the te ►-m "HHF Employee" means any employee of the HHF Advisor, 
including the HHF Advisor, if an individual. To that end, an HHF Employee may not liandle, 
process or- otllerwise participate in the handling, processing or decision making with respect to an 
application for assistance under the Unemployment Programs (UMAI' an(I MLRP) made by an 
Applicant that is a Relative, Ft-iend ol- Business Associate of the HHF Employee. "Relative," foI- 

purposes of this pat-agraph, with respect to the HHF Employee, means an individual who is 
related to the HHF Employee as father, mother, son, daugllter, brotller, sister, tulcle, aunt, first 
cousin, nephew, niece, husband, wife, father-in-law, mother-in-law, son-in-law, daughter-in-law, 
brother-in-law, sister-in-law, stepfather, stepmother, stepson, stepdaughter, stepbrother, stepsister, 
half brother, or half sister. "Frielld," for ptu-poses of this paragraph, with respect to the HHF 
Employee, nieans an individual, with whoin the HHF Employee elljoys a close personal 
celationship. "Business Associate," for purposes of this paragraph, with respect to the HHF 
Elnployee, means an individual, with wllom the HHF Einployee has a business or financial 
relationship. Should the HHF Advisor or the HHF Employee encounter any s>lch situation, 
Florida Housing must be notified immediately by plione and in writing directed to the Florida 

)ntractand iia_ 
be directed or fut-ther action may be taken on the Applicant file(s) in question except as may 

authorized by Flot-ida Housing. 

(b)	 Pursuant to Section 420.512(5), Fla. Stat.: 
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"Service providers shall comply wit11 the following standards of conduct as a condition of 
eligibility to be considered or retained to provide services. For purposes of paragraphs 
(a), (b), and (c) only, the term `service provider' means and is limited to a law firm, an 
investment bank, ot- a credit underwriter, and the agents, officers, principals, and 
professional employees of the service provider. 
(a) A service provider Inay not make contributions in at7y amounts, directly or indirectly, 
for or on belialf of candidates for Governor, nor shall any service provider make a 
contribution in eYcess of $100 to any candidate fot- a membet- of the State Board of 
Administration other tlian the Governor in Florida while the service providet- is included 
in at1 applicant pool from wliicll service providers are selected to provide services to the 
corporation, wliile the service provider provides services to the corporation, and for the 
longer of a period of 2 years tliereafter or for a period through the next general election 
for Governor. 
(b) The service provider shall not participate in fundt-aising activities fot- or on behalf of 
candidates for Governor in Florida while the service provider is included in an applicant 
pool from whicll service providers are selected to provide services to the corpot-ation, 
while the service provider provides services to the corporation, and for the longer of a 
period of 2 years thereafter ot- for a period througli the neYt general election fot- Governor. 
(c) Service providers sllall provide to the corporation a statement that the service provider 
lias not contributed to candidates for Govet-nor or contributed in excess of the amounts 
allowed by tllis section for a membet- of the State Board of Administration or engaged in 
fundraising activities for or on bellalf of candidates for Governor in Florida since the 
effective date of tllis section or durinQ the 24 months preceding the service provider's 
application to provide services to the corporation, whic}hever period is shotter. 
(d) The service provider may not engage in prohibited business solicitation 
communications with officers, melnbers, or covered etnployees of the corporation. 
(e) If a service provider is in doubt as to whetller its activities, or the activities of its 
principals, agents, or employees, violate the provisions of this section, it may request a 
declaratory statement in accordance with the applicable 1-ule and s. 120.565, Fla. Stat. 
(f) If the corporation determines that a service provider has failed to Ineet the provisions 
of this section, it s11a11 consider the magnitude of the violation and wllether there has been 
a pattern of violations in determinitlg whether to terminate or decline to enter into 
contt-acts with the service provider." 

(c)	 Section 420.503(31), Fla. Stat., states: 

"`Prohibited business solicitation communication' means a private wl-itten or verbal 
communication between a member, officer, or covered elnployee of the corporation and a 
service provider regarding the merits of the service provider and whetllei- the corporation 
should retain the services of the service provider. The term does not include: 
(a) A verbal connnunication made on the record during a public meeting; 
(b) A written communication provided to each member and officet r of the corporation anci 
made pat-t of the record at a public meeting; 
(c) A written proposal or statement of qualifications submitted to the corporation in 
response to a corporation advertisement seekin g_proposals or statements of qualifications 
as part of a competitive selection process. 
(d) A verbal or written communication related to the contractual responsibilities of a 
service provider who was selected to provide services or who was included in a pool of 
service providers eligible to provide services as a result of a competitive selection 
process, so long as the communication does rnot relate to solicitatiotl of business. 
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(e) A verbal or written communication related to a proposed method of financing or 
proposed projects, so long as the communication does not relate to solicitation of 
business." 

(d) By executing this contract, the HHF Advisor certifies that it shall colnply with, aud is 
currently in colnpliaiice wit}h, Section 420.512(5), Fla. Stat., as amended. 

(e) The HHF Advisor will certify that the staff and voltuiteers who will provide services 
under the Colltract have no conflict(s) of interest due to relationships with servieers, real estate agellcies, 
mortgage lenders, homeowners or 11ousehold melnbers, falnily melnbers and/or otller persons or entities 
that may stand to bernefit fi-om particular outcomes. 

(i) In addition to the conflict of interest rules imposed by the Florida Statutes, and the 
conflicts of interest as described in subparagraph (a) above, shotlld the HHF Advisor become aware of 
any actual, apparent, or potential conflict of interest or should any sucli actual, apparent, or potential 
conflict of interest come into being subsequent to the effective date of this Contract and prior to the 
conclusion of the Contract, the HHF Advisor will provide immediate notificatio q to Flo-ida Housing, by 
phone and in writing through first class certified niail, return receipt reduested (Notice of Conflict of 
Interest), to the Florida Housing program contact at the address set fol-th in subparagraph I I(e) of this 
Contract, witllin ten (10) working days. If the HHF Advisor is found to be in non-compliance wit11 this 
provision, without prior written consent from Florida Housing's Executive Director, any compensation 
received in connection with this Contract shall be subject to forfeiture to Florida Housing. 

19. TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 

A technical assistance provider (TAP) may be assigrned to the HHF Advisor by ancl at the 
cdiscretion of Florida Housing at arny time during the term of this Contract. In such case, the TAP may 
evaluate the HHF Advisor to deterinine experience and capacity levels and submit written 
reconimenciations and obset-vations to Florida Housing. In no event, however, shall the TAP manage, 
control or direct the manner in wliicli the HHF Advisor renders the sel-vices contemplated under this 
Contract. 

20. FACILITIES 

The facilities and premises used by the HHF Advisor in providiug the services under this 
Contract sllall be maintained in commercially reasonable clean and safe condition, and accessible to all 
persons, including persons witli disabilities. 

21. OTHER LANGUAGES 

The HHF Advisor must be prepared to comnlunicate witlh non-English speaking Applicants in 
providing the services contemplated tlnder tliis Contract. To that end, the HHF Advisor eitlier must have 
staff fluent in the language of any sucll Applicant or use interpreter sel-vices to ensure that sucll Applicant 
lias access to the services and progralns conternplated under tliis Contl-act. 

22. ANTI-DISCRIMINATION 

The HHF Advisor will not permit or engage in discrimination against any Applicant on any 
prohibited basis, incltiding, but not limited to, gender, race, religion, color, falnilial status, national origin, 
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ancestty, creed, pregnancy, martial or parental status, sexual orientation, or pbysical, mental, emotional or 
learning disability. 

23. COMPLIANCE 

The HHF Advisot- agrees to comply witll duality control, cotnpliance and evaluation of the 
Uneniployment Mol-tgage Assistance Program and Mortgage Loan Reinstatement Pl-ogram for activities 
performed pursuant to tbe Contract. 

24. ENTIRE AGREEMENT: ALL PRIOR AGREEMENTS SUPERSEDED AND TERMINATED 

Tliis Contl-act, including any and all attachments, embodies the entire agi-eement of the parties 
with respect to its subject matter. This Contract supersedes and replaces all previous oral or written 
communications, representations or agreements in coiulection witb or related to the subject matter of this 
Contract, including, specifically, any previous version(s) of this Contl •act entitled Contt-act Foi- HHF 
Advisor Services Fot- The HFA Hal-dest Hit Fund Unemployment Mol-tgage Assistanee Program And 
Mortgage Loan Reinstatement Pl-ogi-am bet^veen Florida Housing and the HHF Advisor. Upon execiition 
of tbis Contract, any such previous contract sllall be deemed terininated by mutual agreement of the 
parties.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have caused this Contract tio be executeci by tbeir 
undersigned representatives as duly autllorized. 

PLIJOL LA^/.k^r=HCE 

B^	
/
	 . v-e-- C. - -. f,^ 

Title:	 .^9	 •^'i'i e- 
FEIN:	 ZO 

DA"TE:	 -7 7 a 1 .2— 

FLORIDA HOUS G FINANCE CORPORATION ,---.._.- 
i 

By:	 — 
Nam . Step en P. Atuger 
Title: Ex cttt e Director 

DATE:	 j / L^
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CONTRACT FOR

HHF ADVISGR SERVICES FGR THE HFA HARDEST HIT FUND LTNEMPLGYMENT


MORTGAGE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM AND MORTGAGE LC]AN

REINSTATEIVIENT PROGRAM


SETWEEN

FLORIDA HOLTSING FINANCE CORPORATION


AND

PUJOL LAW OFFICES, P.A. 

This Contract for Hardest Hit Fund (HHF) Advisor Services for the HFA Hardest Hit 
Fund Unemployment Mortgage Assistance Program {UMAP} and Mortgage Loan Reinstatement 
Program {MLRP} #2010-(}7-02-017 (Contract) is entered into by and tsetween the FLORIDA 
HOl1SING FINANCE CORPORIITION {Florida Housing}, a public corporation and a public 
body corporate and politic, with headquarters located at 227 North Bronough Street, Suite 5000, 
Tallahassee, Florida, 32301, and Pujol Law Offices, P.A., a Florida Corporation (HHF Advisor) 
located at 782 NW Lejeune Road, Suite 632, Miami, Florida 33126. This Contract shall become 
effective upon the date the last party sigrns the Contraet (Effective Date). 

MUTUAL UNDERSTANDINGS 

Florida Housing was directed by the U.S. Department of the Treasury (Treasury) to 
create and administer foreclosure prevention assistance programs that address the unique issues 
of our state. 7'reasury requires that Florida use a portion of these funds specificaily for targeted 
unemployment programs that provide temporary assistance to eligible homeowners. 7'hese 
targeted unemployment programs are as follows: 

LUnemployment Mortgage Assistance Program (UMAP) will provide up to 18 rnonths of 
payments to the mortgage lender to assist unemployedlunderemployed borrowcrs with 
their frst mortgage untii they can resume payments on their own. 

Mortgage Loan Reinstatement Program (MLRP) will be used to bring a delinquent 
mortgage current f'or a homeowner who has returned to work or recovered from 
underemployment. 

The UMAP and the MLRP are reFerred to collectively as the "LUnernployment Programs." 

As used herein, the term "Applicant" means the borrower (inciuding any co-borrower) 
under a mortgage loan who applies for assistance under the Unemployment Pragrams. 

The HHF Advisor shall perform and render the services identified in this contract as an 
independent Contractor and not as an agent, representative, or empioyee of Florida Housing. 
These services shall be known as "Contractor and professional services" and shall include, but 
not limited to, the provision of advice and assistanae to Florida Housing in the following areas: 

Applicant intake; 

Contract 4 201 []-(]7-42-017



Determination of the Applicant's eligibility for assistance under UMAP andlor MLRP; 

Continuing case management of Applicants assistcd with UMAPIMLRP; and 

Reporting activitics. 

Florida Housing has a need for such serviccs and doPs hereby accept the offer of the HHF 
Advisor upon the terms and conditions outlined in this Contract. 

Florida Housing has thc authority pursuant to Florida Law to direct disbursement of 
funds for compensation to the HHF Advisor under the terms and provisions of this Contract. 

NaW, THEREFQRE, the parties agree as follows: 

1. REC4RDKEEPING 

The FIHF Advisor must use Counselor Direct, the client management software available 
at www.FLhardesthithelp.org to provide the required data elements under the Contract 

2. ENGAGEMENT OF THE HHF ADVISOR 

Thc HHF Advisor agrees to provide the services in accordance with the terms and 
conditions hereinafter set forth, unless otherwise stated in this Contract. The HHF Advisor 
understands and agrees that all services under this Contract are to be performed solely by the 
HHF Advisor, unless prior written approval and consent is received from Florida Housing for 
any subcontract or assignment of services. 

The HI-iF Advisor shall use the applicable criteria set forth in the Advisor Hardest 1-Iit 
Fund Procedure Manual dated February 2011, a copy of which is artached hereto and 
incorporated herein by reference, to determine the Applicant's eligibility for UMAP and MLRP 
assistance. These critcria have already been modiFed based on lessons learned during the pilot 
program and it is anticipated that further moditications may be necessary. L]pdated procedures 
wi11 be made available to the HHF Advisor in the Counselor Dircct system. The I-IHF Advisor is 
requircd to apply the eligibility criteria in effect at the t'sme the eligibility determination is made 
for an Applicant. 

References herein to this Contract shall be deemed to include the attached manual, as 
same be modified from time to time during the term hereof. 

3. INCORPORATION QF MUTUAL UNDERSTANDNGS, LAWS, RULF,S AND 
REGULATIf]NS 

The Mutual Understandings set out above are incorporated into and made a part of this 
Contract. 
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Applicable federal and state laws, rules, and regulations, as well as such written 
directives and guidance as may be issued from time to time by Treasury with regard to the 
Unemployment Programs, shali govern both the HHF Advisor and Florida fIousing. 

EFFECTIVE DATE AND TERM OF AGREEMENT 

This Contract shall bcgin upon the date the last party signs the Contract (Effective Date). 

The term of this Contract shall bc for a period of two (2) years following the Effective 
Date, subject to satisfactory performance of the HI-IF Advisor at the sole discretion of Florida 
Housing. If the parties mutually agrce in writing, the Contract may be renewed up to three (3) 
times. Each rencwal shall he for an additional one-year period. 

5. MODIFICATION OF AGREEMENT 

Either party may request a modiiication of the provisions of this Contract. Modiftcations 
that are mutually agreed upon shall be valid only when reduced to writing, signed by the parties 
and attached to this Contract. All other terms and provisions, not so modified, shall remain in 
full force and effect. 

6. COMPENSATION 

The HHF Advisor will not be permitted to charge the borrower for any services rendered. 
All compensation will be supplied by Florida Housing and the HFA Hardest Hit Fund in 
amounts set forth bclow: 

•	 Determination of eligibility for UMAPIMLRP -S250 per Applicant 

•	 Closing - $100 
n 	 Monthly casc management -$75 per month per Applicant 
•	 Initial one-time start-up payment oF$2,400, upon execution of the contract. 

7. FILES 

The HHF Advisor shall maintain all documcnts and information received or generated in 
connection with any Applicant in a manner which safeguards the privacy of the Applicant's 
information. Paper documentation must be kept in secured File cabinets. Scanned or 
electronically stored documents must be safeguarded in a fashion that securely maintains 
Applicant privacy. 

(a) Contents of the Files: The HHF Advisor shall maintain Applicant files containing 
documentation sufficient to verify an Applicant's eligibility (or ineligibility) for UMAP andlor 
MLRP assistance in accordance with the applicable eligibility guidelines under this Contract, as 
well as all compensation paid to the HHF Advisor for services rendered in connection with this 
Contract; such files shall include reports, records, documents, papers, letters, computer files, or 
other material received, generated, maintained or filed by the HHF Advisor in connection with 
this Contract. 
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(b) Retaining the Files: The HHF Advisor must retain the files for a minimum of 
three (3) years from the outcome date or longer ifthere is an audit, investigation or litigation in 
progress. Additional time may also be required if other assistance programs are used with longer 
retention periods. It is the HHF Advisor's responsibility to determine the proper retention 
period. At the time of disposal, paper files may be shredded, incinerated or buried in a public 
landfill, in accordance with State laws and rules. For electronic records containing information 
that is confidential or exempt from disclosure, appropriate destruction methods include physical 
destruction of storage media such as by shredding, crushing, or incineration; high-level 
overwriting that renders the data unrecoverable; or degaussingldemagnetizing. 

(c) Access to the Files: The HHF Advisor and its employees shall allow Florida 
Housing, or its agent(s) and compliance monitor(s), physical access to the files and records 
maintained by the HHF Advisor under this Contract during normal business hours, 9:40 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m., Eastern Time, Monday through Friday, provided such day is not a holiday. Florida 
Housing shall make reasonable effort, but shall not be required, to notify the HHF Advisor 24- 
hours in advance of such visit; such notice may be in the form of a phone cali or an email 
directed to the HHF Advisor's contract administrator as designated in this Contract. 

{d} Files Subject to Florida's Public Records Law: Any file, report, record, 
document, paper, letter, or other material received, generated, maintained or sent by the HHF 
Advisor in connection with this Contract is sub,ject to the provisions of Section 119.01-.19, Fla. 
Stat., as may be amcnded from time to time {Florida's Puhlic Records Law}. The HHF Advisor 
represents and acknowledges that it has read and understands Florida's Public Records Law and 
agrces to comply with Florida's Public Records Law. 

(e) Electronic Files and Records: The HHF Advisor understands that its services 
under this Cantract are subject to ongoing monitoring and review by Florida liousing or by its 
compliance monitors. Because of the cost, time and disruption associated with on-site audits, the 
parties intend that the compliance monitoring under this Contract be conducted off-site to the 
extent possiblc. The HHF Advisor shall maintain its fiies and records in connection with the 
services rendered under this Contract in electronic Form and, upon request, shall transmit 
electronic copies of those ftles and records to Florida Housing, or to its compliance monitor(s), 
or to Treasury, or to its designee(s). The HHF Advisor shall transmit electronic copies of the 
requcsted files or records to the requesting party promptly following request, but in no event later 
than 12:00 noon on the next business day following the day of the request. Florida Housing 
reserves its rights under Section 7. (c) of this Contract to conduct on-site inspections ofthe H11F 
Advisor's files and records under this Contract. 

LIABILITY 

(a) Florida Housing shall not be deemed to have assumed any liability, for the acts, 
omissions, or negligence ofthe HHF Advisor, its agents, its servants, or employees, and the HHF 
Advisor specifically accepts responsibilit_y for its acts, omissions or negligence and for the acts, 
omissions or negligence of its agents, servants or employees, and holds Florida Housing 
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harmless from the claims of any third party which may arise due to the acts, omissions, or 
negligence of the HHF Advisor or its agents, servants or employees. The HHF Advisor further 
acknowledges that it is not an employee or agent of Florida Housing while performing the 
services contemplated by this Contract. Rather, the HHF Advisor acknowledges that it is 
perforrning the services under this Contract as an independent contractor. The HHF Advisor 
warrants and represents that it is authorized to do business in the State of Fiorida, and that it has 
and will maintain at all times during the terrn of this Contract all requisite licenses and permits as 
may be required for doing business and practicing its profession. 

(b) The HHF Advisor specifically accepts responsibility for compliance with all 
applicable Florida laws, federat laws, Florida Housing rules and Florida Housing policies. 

(c) The HHF Advisor speciFcally accepts responsibility for the payment of all 
income taxes, assessments, or contributions that may be required to be paid to any unit of 
government as a result of the payments paid to or by the HHF Advisor in conjunction with the 
services rendered pursuant to this Contract or in connection with the HHF Advisor's property. At 
no time shall the HI-IF Advisor make any commitments for or incur any charges or expenses for, 
or in the name of, Florida Housing. 

(d) Nothing herein is intended to serve as awaiver of sovereign immunity by Florida 
Housing.

(e) The HHF Advisor shall not be relieved of liability to Florida Housing for 
damages sustained by Florida Housing by virtue of any termination or breach of this Contract by 
the HHF Advisor, 

(f) The HHF Advisor must maintain professional liability insurance throughout the 
terrn of the Contract in an amount that is standard for the industry, but not less than $l Ot7,eea. 

9.	 DEFAULT AN q REMEDIES 

(a) If any of the events listed in subparagraph (b) (Events of qefault) occur, all 
obligations on the part of Florida Housing to continue doing business with the HHF Advisor or 
assign any future transaction to the HHF Advisor shall, if Florida Housing so elects, terminate 
and Florida Housing may, at its option, exercise any oF its remedies set forth herein, or as 
otherwise provided by law. However, I= lorida Housing may continue doing business with the 
HHF Advisor as a participant after the happening of any event listed in subparagraph (b) without 
waiving the right to exercise such remedies, without constituting a course of dealing, and without 
becoming liable to include the HHF Advisor in the final transaction. 

(b) Events of L)efault shall include, but not be limited to, the Following: 

If anv report, information, representation or rnaterial provided by the HHF 
Advisor in this Contract, is inaccurate, false or misleading; 

ii.	 If any warranty or represcntation made by the HHF Advisor in this 
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Contract, or any other outstanding agreetnent with Florida Housing, is 
deemed by Florida Housing to be inaccurate, false or tnisleading in any 
respect; 

iii. If the 1--1HF Advisor fails to keep, observe, or perform any of the terms or 
covenants contained in this Contract, or is unahle or unwilling to meet its 
ohligations as defined in this Contract; 

iv. If, in the sole discretion of Florida Housing, the HHF Advisor has failed to 
perform or complete any of the services identified in this Contract; 

V. If the I-iHF Advisor has not complied with all Florida laws, Federal laws, 
Florida Housing rules or Florida Housing policies applicable to the work 
or services to be provided under this Contract; 

vi. If the HI-IF Advisor permits or engages in discrimination against any 
Applicant on any prohibited hasis, including, but not limited to, gender, 
race, religion, color, familial status, national origin, ancestry, creed, 
pregnancy, martial or parental status, sexual orientation, or physical, 
tnental, emotional or learning disahility in performing any service 
identified in this Contract; 

vii. If the HHF Advisor does not comply with the terms and conditions set 
forth in Section 420.512(5), Fla. Stat.; 

viii. lf the HI-IF Advisor commits fraud or engages in activities deemed 
fraudulent or misleading hy Florida Housing; 

ix. lf the IIHF Advisor refuses to permit public access to any document, 
paper, letter, or other material subject to disclosure under Florida's Public 
Records Law; or 

	

X.	 If the HHF Advisor, or any of its staff, are listed on Florida Housing's Past 

Due or Non-Compliance List (available on Florida Housing's website). 

(c) Upon the happening of any Events of Default listed in suhparagraph (b) above, 
Florida Housing will provide written notice of the Default through first class certified mail, 
retum receipt requested (Notice of Default), to the address set Forth in Section I 1 herein. 

(d) Upon the happeninb of any Events of Default listed in suhparagraph (h), Florida 
Housing may provide the HHF Advisor a period of time to cure the Event of Default (Cure 
Period). If Florida Housing provides a Cure Period, Florida Housing will notify the HHF 
Advisor of the length of the Cure Period in the Notice of Default. 
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(e) Llpon the happening of any Event of I3efault, or if Florida Housing provides a 
Cure f'eriod and if the HHF Advisor is unable or unwilling to cure the Event of Default within 
the Cure Period, Florida Housing may exercise any remedy permitted by law. The pursuit of any 
one of the following remedies shail not preclude Florida Housing from pursuing any other 
remedies contained herein or otherwise provided at law or in equity. The remedies include, but 
are not limited to the following: 

Florida Housing may terminate the Contract; 

ii. Florida Housing may eommence an appropriate legal or equitable action to 
enforce performance of the terms and conditions of this Contract; 

iii. Florida I-Iousing may exercise any corrective or remedial actions 
including, but not limited to, requesting additional information from the 
HHF Advisor to determine the reasons for or the extent of non-compliance 
or lack of performance, issuing a written warning to advise that more 
serious measures may be taken if the situation is not corrected, advising 
the HHF Advisor to suspend, discontinue or refrain ti-om incurring fees or 
costs for any activities in question or requiring the HHF Advisor to 
reimburse Florida Housing for the amount of costs incurred; or 

iv. Florida Iiousing may exercise any other rights or remedies that may be 
otherwise available under law. 

10. TERMINATIQN 

(a) Florida Housing may terminate this Contract without cause and the Contract wiil 
automatically terminate on the tenth (lO th) day after the representative of the HHF Advisor as 
identiFed in Section 11 receives written notice through f7rst class certi[ied mail, return receipt 
requested (Termination Notice), This Termination Notice shall be sent to the represcntative of 
the Hf1F Advisor identified in Section l 1 herein. 

(b) Florida Housing shall unilaterally terminate this Contract on the tenth (10 `h) day 
after the representative of the HHF Advisor as identified in Section 1 I receives the Termination 
Notice if the I-IHF Advisor fails to comply with Florida's Public Records Law. 

(c) Fiorida Housing shall unilaterally terminate this Contract on the tenth (10") day 
after the representative of the HHF Advisor as identifed in Section 11 receives the Termination 
Notice if the HHF Advisor fails to comply with the terms and conditians set forth in s. 
420.512(5), Fla. Stat. 

(d) Fiorida Housing may terminate the Contract for cause, including, but not limited 
to, the Events of Default cantained in this Contract. The Contract will automatically terminate on 
the tenth (10`h) day after the representative of the HHF Advisor as identified in Section 11 
receives the Termination Notice. 
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(e) This Contract may be termiriated by either party upon ten (10) days written notice. 
The Contract will automatically terminate on the tenth (10 `h) day after all the parties eonsent in 
writing to the Termination Notice. 

11. ADMINISTRATIDN OF CDNTRACT 

(a) The Florida Housing contract administrator for this Contract is: 

Sherry Green

Contracts Administrator 


Florida Housing Finance Corporation 

227 North Bronough St., Suite 5000 

Tallahassee, Florida 32301-1329


Phone: (850) 488-4197 

Facsimile: (850) 4I4-6548 


E-mail: sherry.grecn r^,r floridahousinb.org 

or the designated successor. 

(b) The primary HHF Advisor contract administrator for this Contract is: 

Joe L. Pujol, Esq.

Pujol Law Dffices, P.A.


782 NW Lejeune Road, Suite 632 

Miami, FL 33126


Telephone: 305-447-005 9

Fax: 305-442-1102


E-mail: joepujol@pujollaw.com

or the designated successnr, 

(c) The Florida Housing program contact for this Contract is: 

David Westcott

Director of Homeownership Programs 

Florida Housing Finance Corporation 

227 North Bronough St., Suite 5000


Tallahassee, Florida 32301-1329

Phone: (850) 488-4197 


Facsimiie: (850) 488-9809 

E-mail: david.westcott@floridahousing.org


or the designated successor. 

(d) All written and verbal approvals referenced in this Contract shall be obtained from 
the parties' contract administrator or their respective designees. 

(e) Afl notices shall be given to the parties' respective contract administrators or their 
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respective designees. 

12. CONFIDENTIALITY 

(a) Subject to the provisions of Florida's Public Records Law, as applicable to 
Florida Housing, all materials furnished to F'lorida Housing pursuant to this Contract are 
conFidential and the HHF Advisor will treat such materials as confidential and will not reveal or 
discuss such materials or any other information learned as a result ofthis Contract with any other 
person or entity, except as authorized or directed by Flot •ida Housinb. 

(b) In addition, working papers, copies, internal documents, procedures, methods and 
related materials are considered confidential andlar proprietary and the HHF Advisor shall treat 
such information as conFidential andlor proprietary and shall not reveal or discuss any such 
information with any other person or entity, except as authorized or directed by Florida Housing. 
AI1 such records and materials will remain the property of FIorida Housing. 

(c) If the H H F Advisor is required to disclose or publish the existence or terms of this 
Contract pursuant to Florida's Public Records Law, then the HHF Advisor shall notify Florida 
Housing in writing of such disclosure within two (2) days after receipt of the Public Records 
request. 

13. OTHER PROVISIONS 

(a) This Contract shall be construed under the laws oFthe State of Florida and venue 
for any actions arising out ofthis Contract shall lie in Leon County. 

(b) If any provision hereof is in conflict with any applicable statute or rule, or is 
otherwise unenforceable, then such provision shalt be deemed null and void to the extent of such 
conflict and shall be deemed severable, but shall not inva[idate any other provision of this 
Contract.

(c) No waiver by Florida Housing of any right or remedy granted hereunder or failure 
to insist on strict performance by the HHF Advisor shall aFfect or extend or act as a waiver of 
any other right or remedy of Fforida I-Iousing hereunder, or affect the subsequent exercise of the 
same right or remedy by Florida Housing for any further or subsequent default by the HHF 
Advisor. A waiver or release with reference to any onc event shall not be construed as continuing 
or as constituting a course of dealing. 

{d}	 Any power of approval or disapproval granted to Florida Housing under the terms 
of this Contract shall survive the terms and life of this Contract as a whole. 

(e)	 The Contract may be executed in any number of counterparts, any one of which 
may be taken as an original. 

14. LOBBYING PROHIBITiON 
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No funds compensation or other resources received in connection with this Contract may 
be used directly or indirectly to influence legislation or any other ofFicial action by the Florida or 
Federal Legislature or any state or federal agency. The 1--il--iF Advisor further acknowledges that 
it has not retained the services of any lobbyist or consultant to assist in the procurement and 
negotiation of this Contract. 

15. COPYRIGHT, PATENT AND TRADEMARK 

(a) If the HHF Advisor brings to the performance of this Contract a pre-existing 
copyright, patent or trademark, the HHF Advisor shall retain all rights and entitlements to that 
pre-existing copyright, patent or trademark unless the Contract provides otherwise. 

{b} If any discovery or invention arises or is developed in the course of or as a result 
of work or services performed under this Contract, or in any way connected herewith, the HHF 
Advisor shall refer the discovery or invention to Florida Housing for a determination whether 
patent protection will be sought in the name of Florida Housing. Any and all patent rights 
accruing under or in connection with the performance of this Contract are hereby reserved to 
Florida Housing. ln the event that any books, manuals, films, or other copyrightable material are 
produced, the HHF Advisor shalf notify Florida Housing in writing. Any and all copyrights or 
trademarlcs created by or in connection with the performance under this Contract are hereby 
reservcd to Florida Housing. 

(c) All subcontracts or other arrangements entcred into by the HHF Advisor, with 
prior written approval and consent of Florida Housing, for the purpose of developing or 
procuring copyrightable materials {e.b., audiovisuals, computer programs, software, publications, 
curricula, research materials or training materials, etc.} shall specitically reference and reserve 
Florida Housing's exclusive rights to use and exploit copyrights and licenses to the extent 
permitted by copyright law and Florida 5tatutes. 

16. LEGAL AUT11GR17ATION 

The HHF Advisor certifies with respect to this Contract that it possesses the legal 
authority to enter into this Contract and that, if applicable, its governing body has authorized, by 
resolution or otherwise, the execution and acceptance of this Contract with all covenants and 
assurances contained herein. I'he HHF Advisor also certifies that the undersigned possesses the 
authority to legally execute and bind the HHF Advisor to the terms of this Contract. 

17. PllHLIC ENTITY CRIME 

A person or affiliate, who has been placed on the convicted vendor list, following a 
conviction for a public entity crime, may not: 

a. submit a bid on a contract to provide any goods or services to a public entity; 
b. submit a bid on a contract with a public entity for the construction or repair of a 

public building or public work; 
c. submit bids on leases of real property to a public entity; 
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d. be awarded or perform work as a consultant, supplier, subcontractor, or consultant 
under a contract with any public entity, and; 

e. transact business with any public entity in excess of the threshold amount provided in 
s. 287.017, Fla. Stat., for CATEGDRY TWQ: $25,000, for a period of 36 months 
from the date of being placed on the convicted vendor list. Any contract in violation 
of this provision shall bc nu11 and void. 

18. CDNFLICTS C)F INTEREST 

(a)	 Pursuant to Section 420.512(5), Fla. Stat.: 

"Service providers shall comply with the following standards of conduct as a 
condition of eligibility to be considered or retained to provide services. For 
purposes of paragraphs (a), (b), and (c) only, the term `service provider' means 
and is limited to a law firm, an investment bank, or a credit underwriter, and the 
agents, officers, principals, and professional employees of the service provider. 
(a) A service provider may not make contributions in any amounts, directly or 
indirectly, for or on behalf of candidates for Governor, nor shall any service 
providcr make a contribution in excess of $100 to any candidate for a member of 
the State Board of Administration other than the Govemor in Florida while the 
service provider is included in an applicant pool from whieh service providers are 
selected to provide services to the corporation, while the service provider provides 
services to the corporation, and for the longer of a period of 2 years thereafter or 
for a period through the next general election for Govemor. 
(b) The service provider shalf not participate in fundraising activities for or on 
behalf of candidates for Governor in Florida while the service provider is included 
in an applicant pool from which service providers are selected to provide services 
to the corporation, while the service provider provides services to the corporation, 
and for the longer of a period of 2 years thereafter or for a period through the next 
general election for Governor. 
(c) Service providers shall provide to the corporation a statement that the service 
provider has not contributed to candidates for Governor or contributed in excess 
of the amounts allowed by this section for a member of the State Board of 
Administration or engaged in fundraising activities for or on behalf of candidates 
for Govemor in Florida since the effective date of this section or during the 24 
months preceding the service provider's application to provide services to the 
corporation, whichever period is shorter. 
(d) The service provider may not engage in prohibited business solicitation 
communications with ofticers, memhcrs, or covered employees of the 
corporation. 
(e) If a service provider is in doubt as to whether its activities, or the activities of 
its principals, agents, or cmployees, violatc the provisions of this section, it mav 
request a declaratory statement in accordance with the applicable rule and S. 

120.565, Fla. Stat. 
(f} If the corporation determines that a servicc provider has failed to meet the 
provisions of this section, it shall consider the magnitude oF the violation and 
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whether there has been a pattern of violations in determining whether to terminate 
or decline to enter into contracts with the service provider." 

(b)	 Section 420.503(31), Fla. Stat., states: 

"`Prohibited business solicitation communication' means a private written or 
verbai communication between a member, officer, or covered employee of the 
corporation and a service provider regarding the merits ofthe service provider and 
whether the corporation should retain the services of the service provider. The 
term does not include: 
(a) A verbal communication made on the record during a public meeting; 
(b) A written communication provided to each member and officer of the 
corporation and made part ofthe record at a public meeting; 
(c) A written proposal or statement of qualifications submitted to the corporation 
in response to a corporation advertisement seeking proposals or statements of 
qualifications as part of a competitive selection process. 
(d) A verbal or written communication related to the contractual responsibilities 
of a service provider who was selected to provide services or who was included in 
a pool of service providers eligible to provide services as a result of a competitive 
selection process, so lonb as the communication does not relate to solicitation of 
business. 
(e) A verbal or written communication related to a proposed method of financing 
or proposed projects, so long as the communication does not relate to solicitation 
of business." 

(c)	 By executing this contract, the HHF Advisor certiFes that it shall comply with, 
and is currently in compliance with, Section 420.512(5), Fla. Stat., as amended. 

{d} The HHF Advisor will eertiiy that the staff and volunteers who will provide 
services under the Contract have no conf]ict(s) of interest due to relationships with servicers, real 
estate agencies, mortgage lenders, homeowners or household members, family members andlor 
other persons or entities that may stand to beneiit from particular outeomes. 

(e) ]n addition to the contlict of interest rules imposed by the Florida Statutes, should 
the HHF Advisor become aware of any actual, apparent, or potential conflict of interest or should 
any such actual, apparent, or potential conflict of interest come into being subsequent to the 
effective date of this Contract and prior to the conclusion of the Contract, the HHF Advisor will 
provide notification to Florida Housing, through first class certifed mail, return receipt requested 
(Notice of Conflict of Interest), to the address set forth in Section 11 herein, within ten (10) 
working days. lf the HHF Advisor is found to be in non-compliance with this provision, without 
prior written consent from Florida Housing's Exeeutive Director, any compensation received in 
connection with this Contract shall be subject to forfeiture to Florida Housing. 

19. TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE
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A technical assistance provider {TAP} may be assigned to the HHF Advisor by and at the 
discretion of Florida Housing at any time during the term of this Contract. In such case, the TAP 
may evaluate the HHF Advisor to detertnine experience and capacity fevels and submit written 
recommendations and observations to Florida Housing. In no event, however, shali the TAP 
manage, control or direct the manner in which the HHF Adwisor renders the services 
contemplated under this Contract. 

20. FACILITIES 

The facilities and premises used by the HHF Advisor in providing the services under this 
Contract shall be maintained in commercially reasonable clean and safe condition, and accessible 
to all persons, including persons with disabilities. 

21. DTHER LANGllAGES 

The HHF Advisor must be prepared to communicate with non-English speaking 
Applicants in providing the services contempiated under this Contract. To that end, the HHF 
Advisor either must have staff fluent in the language of any such Applicant or use interpreter 
services to ensure that such Applicant has access to the services and probrams contemplated 
under this Contract. 

22. ANTI-DISCRIMINAI'ION 

The HHF Advisor will not permit or engage in discrimination against any Applicant on 
any prohibited basis, including, but not limited to, gender, race, religion, color, familial status, 
national origin, ancestry, creed, pregnancy, martial or parental status, sexual orientation, or 
physical, mental, emotional or leaming disability. 

23. CDMPLIANCE 

The HI-IF Advisor agrees to comply with quality control, compliance and evakuation of 
the Unemployment Mortgage Assistance Program and Mortgage Loan Reinstatement Program 
for activities performed pursuant to the Contract. 

24. ENTIRE AGREEMENT 

This Contract, including any and all attachments, embodies the entire agreement of the 
parties. There are no other provisions, terms, conditions or obligations between the parties. The 
Contract supersedes all previous oral or written communications, representations or agreements 
on this subject.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have caused this Contract to be executed by 
their undersigned representatives as duly authorized. 

pUJOL LAW OFFiCES, P.A. 

sy:  
Name:  
Titie:	 r.,t e- 

FETN:  
DATE:	 a1,	 Q 1 

FLORIDA HOi]S1NG FINANCC CORI'ORATION 

B y: 

Name: Stephe . Auger 
Title: Executive irector 

DATE:

14 
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