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October 31, 2017 
 
Mr. Trey Price, Chairman 
Florida Affordable Housing Workgroup 
c/o Florida Housing Finance Corporation 
227 North Bronough Street, Suite 5000 
Tallahassee, FL 32301 
 
DELIVERED VIA EMAIL: Trey.Price@floridahousing.org 
 
Dear Chairman Price: 
 
The Florida Association of Housing & Redevelopment Officials, representing over 85 Public 
Housing Agencies in Florida, wishes to submit several comments and recommendations to the 
Affordable Housing Workgroup for consideration as it works to develop recommendations to 
the Florida Legislature. 
 
Background 

Florida Public Housing Authorities (PHA’s) were created under Chapter 421 of the Florida 
Statutes and are Special Districts of the State of Florida.  PHA’s are not-for-profit agencies 
created specifically to develop and provide affordable housing as well as Public Housing and 
Federal rental assistance programs.   
 
 40% to 50% of our collective residents are elderly or disabled and are not upwardly mobile 

which means they require ongoing housing assistance. 

 The vast majority of our public housing is 40-80 years old.  As HUD’s public housing 
budgets have declined, so have our budgets, which makes it difficult to keep our aging 
properties adequately maintained: Since 2003 the Capital Fund budget has gone from over 
$3 billion to less than $1 billion. 

 Many PHAs are actively trying to redevelop existing sites and have free land to build 
affordable housing on with no NIMBY issues to deal with. 

 Our mission is to provide affordable housing and we are a natural partner of Florida 
Housing in providing affordable housing to the elderly, disabled and ELI and VLI families.  

 PHA’s rely almost exclusively on 9% tax credits to redevelop its’ obsolete, and in some cases 
distressed projects, however, we struggle to compete on a level playing field. 

 PHAs have federal subsidy that can be layered onto a deal to serve ELI households that 
FHFC says it wants to help serve. 
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